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Unfold me
for a mini-zine
template!

Zines! A Primer

‘SOUIZ SMOTADI
7ey] suIzesew Jutdd JunJg — ayesrozey
*9dNYMNO SUIZ UBIIISWY IION
ut sez1reroads ey} sUIZESeU SUI[UO PU®
quIad UBTPBUR) SWIISUOT — [IOUdg UIMOXT
“Aq1reIIsyewW YSnoayg 49398
SOATT Joelg PUR SOUIZ 93TUMUOU
J0J S9JBO0ADE 1B 90dNO0SSd
juejaodwy — g08foag aurz 904
‘JIOM JITOU% T[OS 9STMISI0
JO ‘SeUIZ oped] ‘SUOTINJLIFU0D
9I0T[OS 0} SI9ISOUIZ JOJ
991S BIPOUI [BTO0S — S9UTZ 9 eJAl M

SUIaY] aIeys T Ued aI9YM

anooy — (8UIUO) ,8UIZ € O3BIN 03 MOH,,
orpnjs orqng
8y, — (9UI[UO) ,SOUIZ 0% UOTIONPOIIUI UV,
saurz ays rrds —
(aur[uo) (8I8389ULZ, SWIL], 4814 J0F SAL], USL,
TeTd 90 @ Juedd [[id — {dUIZ © 9 EIAL
USPION BSI[V — SHOOg apeWpPUeH SUINeIAL
uosyBM [I88d J8UISH 98 PPOL
JIBIN — &9UIZ © S(JeY M ‘UedIAL BYIIRYM
MOdp\ XOTY — uornionay ardreys uafols

&9I0UI UILST T UeD XYM

What’s a zine?

Put most simply, zines are self-made, self-

circulated, DIY print publications that obsess
over some sort of passion, whether its music,

politics, sex, food, jobs, toys, etc. While
circulations typically run small (5-200
copies), collectively
zinesters represent one
of the largest networks
of self-published writers
in the world. At the
same time, zines are
hard to define because
of their variety. They’re
often made by
individuals, but are
sometimes the end
result of collective
efforts. They can be
handmade or desktop
published. They’re often stapled, but
sometimes held together by stitches or
rubber bands. Regardless of the kind of
bindings, folds, inks, or paper used, what’s
essential about zines is that they are
material. That is, they are distributed

through the mail, DIY shops (called distros),

or at one of the dozens of zine festivals held
annually throughout the world.
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Where’d they come from?

Zines have their most immediate roots in
sci-fi fanzines of the 1930s-60s, the
hardcore and punk scenes of the 70s, and
more recently in the identity & gender
politics of the 80s and 90s (especially riot

grrrl and queer

communities).
Zines have seen a
resurgence since
the late 2000s,
perhaps as a
backlash against
an overly
saturated,
commercialized,
internet;
paradoxically,
however, these
same writers
have embraced

the web to connect with other zines and/
or circulate their print publications
through distros or at zine festivals across
North American and Europe. While there
may be fewer zines circulating than in the
early 90s, they’re more visible than ever.
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